February 11, 2006

UNIMIN CORPORATE CONSERVATION AWARENESS DAY

WHEREAS,
the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act states that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, with the advice of the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board, shall actively plan and implement a program for the conservation of endangered and threatened species; and

WHEREAS,
the official Illinois Endangered and Threatened Species List currently contains the names of 144 endangered and threatened animals, as well as 339 endangered and threatened plants.  Among the animals named are the Indiana Bat, the Timber Rattlesnake, and the Southeastern Bat; and

WHEREAS,
the Illinois Department of Natural Resources recognizes that only through partnership between public and private sectors can we truly achieve restoration and responsible management of our native flora and fauna; and 

WHEREAS,
the Unimin Corporation’s Tamms/Elco Plant is one facility that has consistently demonstrated excellence in the realms of wildlife habitat enhancement and endangered and threatened species restoration.  They are located in southern Illinois and distinguished themselves by winning the coveted Wildlife Habitat Council’s 2005 Corporate Habitat of the Year award, which goes to one recertified program each year.  Employees and volunteers take advantage of the opportunities created by the site’s mining and reclamation program to incorporate wildlife management projects for an incredible diversity of native species across 1,950 acres; and

WHEREAS,
extensive education efforts are also undertaken by Unimin employees to teach school children about the components of the wildlife program.  The site has been certified by the Wildlife Habitat Council for habitat since 1997 and Corporate Lands for Learning since 2004; and

WHEREAS,
this is the second time the facility has been presented with the honor, and representatives from the Department of Natural Resources will join them for a celebration on February 11:

THEREFORE, I, Rod R. Blagojevich, Governor of the State of Illinois, do hereby proclaim February 11, 2006 as UNIMIN Corporate Conservation Awareness Day in recognition of UNIMIN for their unwavering commitment and numerous contributions to environmental stewardship and native biodiversity, and in support of the efforts of all our corporate partners as we strive towards preservation through action, education, and leadership.


Issued by the Governor on January 31, 2006.


Filed with the Secretary of State.
